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Critics say the pay practice exposes the ‘medieval’ cronyism in Italian universities (G.Sosio)
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Expat lecturers fight pay bias
Jack Grimston and John Follain Published: 9 March 2014

THE British
government has
taken up the
cause of nearly
100 academics
from the UK
suffering “blatant
discrimination”
in Italian
universities,
where they are
paid only half the
salaries of local
colleagues.

The Italian
government and
academic
authorities have
defied six
judgments from
the European
Court of Justice
ordering them to
observe EU law
and pay the same

salaries regardless of nationality.

Critics say the practice exposes the “medieval” cronyism in universities and the powerlessness of Brussels to
enforce its rulings.

David Petrie, a British academic who teaches English at Verona University and heads the country’s
association of foreign lecturers, said Italians in similar posts are paid nearly double his after-tax salary of
€1,400 (£1,160) a month. About 90 British academics in Italy are affected by the discrimination.
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Petrie said universities were “behaving like medieval fiefdoms. There is precious little research, precious
little teaching. The whole place is run on cronyism.”

Andrew Bridgen, a Conservative MP who has taken up the case after being contacted by a former
constituent, said foreign lecturers were “clearly being discriminated against”.

David Lidington, the Europe minister, and David Willetts, the universities minister, have now taken up the
case with the Italian government. Lidington said in a letter to Bridgen: “The British government is
committed to seeing an end to this discrimination.”

The Italian education ministry said there was “no discrimination, but a lack of homogeneity due to the
autonomy of universities”, adding that “norms will be changed by a ministerial decree”.
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"No discrimination, but a lack of homogeneity due to the autonomy of [Italian] universities".    If
Italy put half as much work into ending the discrimination as they put into creating eloquent
deceits to justify the discrimination, the 30-year-old problem would be solved by Summer 2014
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