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ITALY
 

 
Discrimination against non-Italian 

University lecturers
Vice President of the European 

Parliament McMillan-Scott calls upon 
Emma Bonino and the Italian 

Parliament
 

 
HRWF (31.05.2013) - Vice-President of the European 
Parliament Edward McMillan-Scott is calling upon Emma 
Bonino, Italy's Minister of Foreign Affairs and former MEP, 
and the Italian government to tackle a long-standing and 
serious issue of discrimination towards foreign university 
lecturers: the downgrading of their status to the level of 
language technician and a severe pay cut. McMillan-Scott 
raised his voice at a press conference in Brussels on 29 May 
to which several British lecturers had been invited to expose 
their problem.
 
And he explained:
 
"I have been receiving complaints for many years about this 
issue.
"Despite numerous decisions by the European Court of 
Justice, the European Commission has allowed Italy to 
continue its unfair practice and entrench it further in its laws 
through the Gelmini reform.
"A petition is still open in the European Parliament's Petitions' 
Committee of which I am a member and I have written to the 
European Commission asking them for their reaction to the 
Gelmini Law."
 
Salaries of foreign lecturers cut by 50-60%
 
David Petrie, president of the Association of Foreign Lecturers 
in Italy (ALLSI), has worked as a lecturer in English language 
and literature at the University of Verona since 1986. 
According to him, foreigners receive much lower salaries and 
fewer employment rights than their Italian counterparts. He 
said he earns 1450 EUR per month while his Italian colleagues 
make double that amount. "Obviously people are furious 
about getting their salaries cut by 50 or 60%," explained the 
61-year old. During the press conference, he made a strong 
speech about the passivity of the successive Italian political 
leaders on this issue:
 
"We have seen Prof. Prodi as Italian Prime Minister, Prodi as 
President of the Commission and Prodi again as Prime 
Minister, and Prof. Monti in the Commission and Monti as 
Prime Minister, Signora Bonino in the Commission and now 
Bonino as Foreign Minister in a government headed by Prof. 
Letta, a former member of the European Parliament and a 
former Minister for Europe.
 
We have seen so many enthusiastic Europeans, Sig. Dini, 
Prof. Amato, Sig. D'Alema, Prof. La Pergola, in the parliament 
and later on judge La Pergola in the European Court of 
Justice, the list could go on and on... all good Europeans.
 
Everyone of these politicians has had some hand in taking 
decisions concerning foreign lecturers.
 
During the period of the first Prodi government (1996-1998), 
a lawyer for the Italian Ministry told me 'I know my state, it 
is a rubber wall. You will still be bouncing off it when you are 
old and grey.'"
 
The Gelmini Law
 
The salary cuts have so far been applied by the universities 
of Bergamo, Catania and Salerno and affect the remuneration 
of a total of 91 non-Italian language teachers. The 
universities invoked a 2011 law named after Mariastella 
Gelmini, the Education Minister in the last government of 
Silvio Berlusconi. This law was redrawing the terms under 
which they were employed and was hereby extinguishing 
lawsuits of the foreign lecturers that were in the pipeline.
 
The dispute dates back to 1980 when Italy passed a law 
granting tenure to Italian teachers at universities while giving 
foreign lecturers annual contracts renewable for five years. 
Although there have been six rulings from the European Court 
of Justice acknowledging that the expats are suffering 
discrimination, the universities have simply ignored them. 
Further lawsuits being pursued by the lecturers over the 
matter were blocked by the Gelmini Law.
 
After 17 years of litigation in the Italian courts, their salaries 
were brought on a par with their Italian colleagues in 2008, 
but the Gelmini Law nullified their achievements in a 
twinkling of an eye.
 
Parliamentary Question of VP of the EP Edward McMillan-
Scott
 
On 12 April 2013, MEP Edward McMillan-Scott sent a written 
parliamentary question to the European Commission:
 
"The Commission is aware of the situation of foreign language 
teachers (lettori) and collaboratori e esperti linguistici (CEL) 
in Italian universities. Despite numerous decisions of the 
European Court of Justice going back as far as August 1993 
(C-259/91, C-331/91, C-332/91) ruling that Italian law in the 
area contravenes EU rules, the Italian authorities have made 
no concrete efforts to reform their laws. The introduction of 
the 'Gelmini reform' in January 2011 further cemented Italy's 
discrimination against lettori, with some having their salaries 
cut by 60%.
 
In its answer to Question E-006822/2012, the Commission 
says that it received a reply from the Italian authorities to its 
questions about the impact of the 'Gelmini reform' on 
29 May 2012, and that 'in the light of the comments received 
from the Italian Government, the Commission is currently in 
the process of evaluating the situation of foreign lecturers in 
Italy in order to establish if the new law as such and/or the 
administrative practice is violating EC law. Further inquiries 
might be needed'.
 
In March 2012, the Parliament adopted a report entitled 'EU 
citizenship report 2010: dismantling the obstacles to EU 
citizens' rights', which 'calls on the Commission to investigate 
further the current so-called "Gelmini reform"'. There is also 
a petition open in Parliament's Committee on Petitions in 
relation to this matter.
 
Considering the above, and the extraordinarily long delay in 
finding a resolution (nearly a year has passed since the 
Italian authorities sent their replies to the Commission), this 
issue must be treated as urgent by the Commission.
 
1. Will the Commission reveal its conclusions?
2. Have additional inquiries been made?
3. If the Commission agrees that EC law is still being 
contravened, will it begin infringement proceedings against 
Italy without further unnecessary delay?
 
__________________________________
_________________
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and click on Japan
  

Fact-finding mission in Bucharest about social hostility 
towards yoga groups (8-16 May 2013)

 
Co-organizing a conference about "Unprecedented 

Repression against Religious Minorities and NGOs in 
Russia" at the United Nations in Geneva (29 April 2013)

 
Organizing a conference at the European Parliament to 

launch two reports: "Freedom of Religion or Belief World 
Report" and "Freedom of Religion or Belief Prisoners List 

in the World" (23 April 2013) 
 

Author "La Fecris, la liberté de religion et les droits de 
l'homme" in "Réveil du Religieux, Eveil de la societé", 

edited by Dominique Kounkou & published by 
L'Harmattan, Paris, pp 107-113 (2013) 

 
Fact-finding mission in Israel (9-14 April 2013)

 
Author of "Die Geschichte von Jehovahs Zeugen in 

Belgien" (History of Jehovah's Witnesses in Belgium), pp 
19-52, published in Jehovah's Zeugen in Europa, 

Geschichte und Gegenwart, Band 1, 736 p, edited by 
Gerhard Besier/ Katarzyna Stoklosa, LIT VERLAG W. 

Hopf, Berlin, 2013    
 

Presentation of a paper at the hearing of the European 
Parliament Intergroup on Minority Languages about 
bilingual education in Greek kindergartens held in 

Strasbourg (14 March 2013) 
 

Collecting testimonies of North Korean defectors in Seoul 
by one of HRWF experts on North Korea, Dr Aaron Rhodes 

(3-5 March 2013)
 

Submission to the UN Universal Periodic Review of China 
on the forced repatriation of North Korean defectors  (4 

March 2013)
 

Publication of an article entitled "EU-China Relations: 
Constructive Engagement" in The Parliament Magazine, 

Issue 363, p 38 (18 February 2013)
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Everyone of these politicians has had some hand in taking 
decisions concerning foreign lecturers.
 
During the period of the first Prodi government (1996-1998), 
a lawyer for the Italian Ministry told me 'I know my state, it 
is a rubber wall. You will still be bouncing off it when you are 
old and grey.'"
 
The Gelmini Law
 
The salary cuts have so far been applied by the universities 
of Bergamo, Catania and Salerno and affect the remuneration 
of a total of 91 non-Italian language teachers. The 
universities invoked a 2011 law named after Mariastella 
Gelmini, the Education Minister in the last government of 
Silvio Berlusconi. This law was redrawing the terms under 
which they were employed and was hereby extinguishing 
lawsuits of the foreign lecturers that were in the pipeline.
 
The dispute dates back to 1980 when Italy passed a law 
granting tenure to Italian teachers at universities while giving 
foreign lecturers annual contracts renewable for five years. 
Although there have been six rulings from the European Court 
of Justice acknowledging that the expats are suffering 
discrimination, the universities have simply ignored them. 
Further lawsuits being pursued by the lecturers over the 
matter were blocked by the Gelmini Law.
 
After 17 years of litigation in the Italian courts, their salaries 
were brought on a par with their Italian colleagues in 2008, 
but the Gelmini Law nullified their achievements in a 
twinkling of an eye.
 
Parliamentary Question of VP of the EP Edward McMillan-
Scott
 
On 12 April 2013, MEP Edward McMillan-Scott sent a written 
parliamentary question to the European Commission:
 
"The Commission is aware of the situation of foreign language 
teachers (lettori) and collaboratori e esperti linguistici (CEL) 
in Italian universities. Despite numerous decisions of the 
European Court of Justice going back as far as August 1993 
(C-259/91, C-331/91, C-332/91) ruling that Italian law in the 
area contravenes EU rules, the Italian authorities have made 
no concrete efforts to reform their laws. The introduction of 
the 'Gelmini reform' in January 2011 further cemented Italy's 
discrimination against lettori, with some having their salaries 
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no concrete efforts to reform their laws. The introduction of 
the 'Gelmini reform' in January 2011 further cemented Italy's 
discrimination against lettori, with some having their salaries 
cut by 60%.
 
In its answer to Question E-006822/2012, the Commission 
says that it received a reply from the Italian authorities to its 
questions about the impact of the 'Gelmini reform' on 
29 May 2012, and that 'in the light of the comments received 
from the Italian Government, the Commission is currently in 
the process of evaluating the situation of foreign lecturers in 
Italy in order to establish if the new law as such and/or the 
administrative practice is violating EC law. Further inquiries 
might be needed'.
 
In March 2012, the Parliament adopted a report entitled 'EU 
citizenship report 2010: dismantling the obstacles to EU 
citizens' rights', which 'calls on the Commission to investigate 
further the current so-called "Gelmini reform"'. There is also 
a petition open in Parliament's Committee on Petitions in 
relation to this matter.
 
Considering the above, and the extraordinarily long delay in 
finding a resolution (nearly a year has passed since the 
Italian authorities sent their replies to the Commission), this 
issue must be treated as urgent by the Commission.
 
1. Will the Commission reveal its conclusions?
2. Have additional inquiries been made?
3. If the Commission agrees that EC law is still being 
contravened, will it begin infringement proceedings against 
Italy without further unnecessary delay?
 
__________________________________
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ITALY
 

 
Discrimination against non-Italian 

University lecturers
Vice President of the European 

Parliament McMillan-Scott calls upon 
Emma Bonino and the Italian 

Parliament
 

 
HRWF (31.05.2013) - Vice-President of the European 
Parliament Edward McMillan-Scott is calling upon Emma 
Bonino, Italy's Minister of Foreign Affairs and former MEP, 
and the Italian government to tackle a long-standing and 
serious issue of discrimination towards foreign university 
lecturers: the downgrading of their status to the level of 
language technician and a severe pay cut. McMillan-Scott 
raised his voice at a press conference in Brussels on 29 May 
to which several British lecturers had been invited to expose 
their problem.
 
And he explained:
 
"I have been receiving complaints for many years about this 
issue.
"Despite numerous decisions by the European Court of 
Justice, the European Commission has allowed Italy to 
continue its unfair practice and entrench it further in its laws 
through the Gelmini reform.
"A petition is still open in the European Parliament's Petitions' 
Committee of which I am a member and I have written to the 
European Commission asking them for their reaction to the 
Gelmini Law."
 
Salaries of foreign lecturers cut by 50-60%
 
David Petrie, president of the Association of Foreign Lecturers 
in Italy (ALLSI), has worked as a lecturer in English language 
and literature at the University of Verona since 1986. 
According to him, foreigners receive much lower salaries and 
fewer employment rights than their Italian counterparts. He 
said he earns 1450 EUR per month while his Italian colleagues 
make double that amount. "Obviously people are furious 
about getting their salaries cut by 50 or 60%," explained the 
61-year old. During the press conference, he made a strong 
speech about the passivity of the successive Italian political 
leaders on this issue:
 
"We have seen Prof. Prodi as Italian Prime Minister, Prodi as 
President of the Commission and Prodi again as Prime 
Minister, and Prof. Monti in the Commission and Monti as 
Prime Minister, Signora Bonino in the Commission and now 
Bonino as Foreign Minister in a government headed by Prof. 
Letta, a former member of the European Parliament and a 
former Minister for Europe.
 
We have seen so many enthusiastic Europeans, Sig. Dini, 
Prof. Amato, Sig. D'Alema, Prof. La Pergola, in the parliament 
and later on judge La Pergola in the European Court of 
Justice, the list could go on and on... all good Europeans.
 
Everyone of these politicians has had some hand in taking 
decisions concerning foreign lecturers.
 
During the period of the first Prodi government (1996-1998), 
a lawyer for the Italian Ministry told me 'I know my state, it 
is a rubber wall. You will still be bouncing off it when you are 
old and grey.'"
 
The Gelmini Law
 
The salary cuts have so far been applied by the universities 
of Bergamo, Catania and Salerno and affect the remuneration 
of a total of 91 non-Italian language teachers. The 
universities invoked a 2011 law named after Mariastella 
Gelmini, the Education Minister in the last government of 
Silvio Berlusconi. This law was redrawing the terms under 
which they were employed and was hereby extinguishing 
lawsuits of the foreign lecturers that were in the pipeline.
 
The dispute dates back to 1980 when Italy passed a law 
granting tenure to Italian teachers at universities while giving 
foreign lecturers annual contracts renewable for five years. 
Although there have been six rulings from the European Court 
of Justice acknowledging that the expats are suffering 
discrimination, the universities have simply ignored them. 
Further lawsuits being pursued by the lecturers over the 
matter were blocked by the Gelmini Law.
 
After 17 years of litigation in the Italian courts, their salaries 
were brought on a par with their Italian colleagues in 2008, 
but the Gelmini Law nullified their achievements in a 
twinkling of an eye.
 
Parliamentary Question of VP of the EP Edward McMillan-
Scott
 
On 12 April 2013, MEP Edward McMillan-Scott sent a written 
parliamentary question to the European Commission:
 
"The Commission is aware of the situation of foreign language 
teachers (lettori) and collaboratori e esperti linguistici (CEL) 
in Italian universities. Despite numerous decisions of the 
European Court of Justice going back as far as August 1993 
(C-259/91, C-331/91, C-332/91) ruling that Italian law in the 
area contravenes EU rules, the Italian authorities have made 
no concrete efforts to reform their laws. The introduction of 
the 'Gelmini reform' in January 2011 further cemented Italy's 
discrimination against lettori, with some having their salaries 
cut by 60%.
 
In its answer to Question E-006822/2012, the Commission 
says that it received a reply from the Italian authorities to its 
questions about the impact of the 'Gelmini reform' on 
29 May 2012, and that 'in the light of the comments received 
from the Italian Government, the Commission is currently in 
the process of evaluating the situation of foreign lecturers in 
Italy in order to establish if the new law as such and/or the 
administrative practice is violating EC law. Further inquiries 
might be needed'.
 
In March 2012, the Parliament adopted a report entitled 'EU 
citizenship report 2010: dismantling the obstacles to EU 
citizens' rights', which 'calls on the Commission to investigate 
further the current so-called "Gelmini reform"'. There is also 
a petition open in Parliament's Committee on Petitions in 
relation to this matter.
 
Considering the above, and the extraordinarily long delay in 
finding a resolution (nearly a year has passed since the 
Italian authorities sent their replies to the Commission), this 
issue must be treated as urgent by the Commission.
 
1. Will the Commission reveal its conclusions?
2. Have additional inquiries been made?
3. If the Commission agrees that EC law is still being 
contravened, will it begin infringement proceedings against 
Italy without further unnecessary delay?
 
__________________________________
_________________
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Fact-finding mission in Bucharest about social hostility 
towards yoga groups (8-16 May 2013)

 
Co-organizing a conference about "Unprecedented 

Repression against Religious Minorities and NGOs in 
Russia" at the United Nations in Geneva (29 April 2013)

 
Organizing a conference at the European Parliament to 

launch two reports: "Freedom of Religion or Belief World 
Report" and "Freedom of Religion or Belief Prisoners List 

in the World" (23 April 2013) 
 

Author "La Fecris, la liberté de religion et les droits de 
l'homme" in "Réveil du Religieux, Eveil de la societé", 

edited by Dominique Kounkou & published by 
L'Harmattan, Paris, pp 107-113 (2013) 

 
Fact-finding mission in Israel (9-14 April 2013)

 
Author of "Die Geschichte von Jehovahs Zeugen in 

Belgien" (History of Jehovah's Witnesses in Belgium), pp 
19-52, published in Jehovah's Zeugen in Europa, 

Geschichte und Gegenwart, Band 1, 736 p, edited by 
Gerhard Besier/ Katarzyna Stoklosa, LIT VERLAG W. 

Hopf, Berlin, 2013    
 

Presentation of a paper at the hearing of the European 
Parliament Intergroup on Minority Languages about 
bilingual education in Greek kindergartens held in 

Strasbourg (14 March 2013) 
 

Collecting testimonies of North Korean defectors in Seoul 
by one of HRWF experts on North Korea, Dr Aaron Rhodes 

(3-5 March 2013)
 

Submission to the UN Universal Periodic Review of China 
on the forced repatriation of North Korean defectors  (4 

March 2013)
 

Publication of an article entitled "EU-China Relations: 
Constructive Engagement" in The Parliament Magazine, 

Issue 363, p 38 (18 February 2013)
_____________________________________________________

 
 

Electronic Newsletters
 

Democracy, Rule of Law and Human Rights in China
Democracy, Rule of Law and Human Rights in North 

Korea
Democracy, Rule of Law and Human Rights in the World

Trafficking in Human Beings 
Religious Discrimination and Intolerance

EU News  
______________________________________________

__________________
 

Human Rights Without Frontiers
Avenue d'Auderghem 61/16

1040 Brussels, Belgium
Phone: +32 2 3456145

Fax: +32 2 3437491
Website: http://www.hrwf.net

E-mail: international.secretariat.brussels@hrwf.net
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.paypal.com/cgibin/webscr?first_name=Willy&last_name=FAUTRE&undefined_quantity=1&business=w.fautre@hrwf.net&image_url=&return=&cancel_return=&item_name=Human%20Rights%20Without%20Frontiers%20Int%27l&amount=0&shipping=0&currency_code=EUR&item_number=&cmd=_xclick
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001K6t8kXWWzTkR3IkuRWJ2h9cTjT8wP6rxMAESFCiovcDExeRynYX6Y_c1naxlvhMBa9lwZVcEy_clFWKnqNi8Gl1cgJYMOmmGc_ZgX47n6v4=
mailto:info@hrwf.net
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001K6t8kXWWzTl6CImU0kozAp6_F-HJ8L-UV2u_cMO9VMG_x3JpsAjO31J0Ap2rqEbNyRXsDCrmSxEqiUIF1Ng-6PohGP67cRCDPfD47u4T2avpbfzFS81Vziu8lpQc4d23vRa59RKKiIfmzpVGY8N00-PhZ4C8RUaOUCxuV3GqgdEcfBGxDUrnKwlhjtbnBet5PRtwt1WLdpt0mywNABOG-ZOL5HP2ypnX
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001K6t8kXWWzTnBe-hed6hp9Gb-U4V8dVy_GoKxxt0yR_fT5zz6-m3GSwySC7EDmFLqxQDxgN2viibrn6tvdtd-1u9mMKg7TImtm_N4Wu_ZxiVpFRh0tZf8uqkhGe6oDAH3f-NS52xcjhUm5z7AAJJ8pC4-2R8GqQSjR_0Drr2jc0BWWEpFL4Y7qQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001K6t8kXWWzTnBe-hed6hp9Gb-U4V8dVy_GoKxxt0yR_fT5zz6-m3GSwySC7EDmFLqxQDxgN2viibrn6tvdtd-1u9mMKg7TImtm_N4Wu_ZxiVpFRh0tZf8uqkhGe6oDAH3f-NS52xcjhUm5z7AAJJ8pC4-2R8GqQSjR_0Drr2jc0BWWEpFL4Y7qQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001K6t8kXWWzTkR3IkuRWJ2h9cTjT8wP6rxMAESFCiovcDExeRynYX6Y_c1naxlvhMBa9lwZVcEy_clFWKnqNi8Gl1cgJYMOmmGc_ZgX47n6v4=
mailto:international.secretariat.brussels@hrwf.net


 

 

 Member of the EU Human Rights 
and Democracy Network 

(HRDN) 
 
 

Member of ICNK (International 
Coalition on North Korea)

  
 Participant Organization of the 

EU Fundamental Rights Platform 
(FRP) 

 
Member of the European 
Parliament Platform for 

Secularism in Politics (EPPSP) 
 

Member of the European 
Platform against Religious 

Intolerance and Discrimination 
(EPRID) 

 

Human Rights Without 
Frontiers Int'l 

 
WORLD: Democracy, Rule of Law and 

Human Rights 
_________________________________

__________

 

 

 

Table of Contents
 

 
 
 

 ITALY
 
 

Discrimination against non-Italian University 
lecturers:

  
Vice President of the European Parliament 

McMillan-Scott calls
 

upon Emma Bonino and the Italian Parliament
 
  
  
 

31 May 2013
 
 

Make a donation NOW for our advocacy
  
 

See some of our activities below
 
  

 
 

  Editor-in-Chief: Willy Fautre  
Website: http://www.hrwf.net   

Email: international.secretariat.brussels@hrwf.net  

 
____________________________________________________

_________________

ITALY
 

 
Discrimination against non-Italian 

University lecturers
Vice President of the European 

Parliament McMillan-Scott calls upon 
Emma Bonino and the Italian 

Parliament
 

 
HRWF (31.05.2013) - Vice-President of the European 
Parliament Edward McMillan-Scott is calling upon Emma 
Bonino, Italy's Minister of Foreign Affairs and former MEP, 
and the Italian government to tackle a long-standing and 
serious issue of discrimination towards foreign university 
lecturers: the downgrading of their status to the level of 
language technician and a severe pay cut. McMillan-Scott 
raised his voice at a press conference in Brussels on 29 May 
to which several British lecturers had been invited to expose 
their problem.
 
And he explained:
 
"I have been receiving complaints for many years about this 
issue.
"Despite numerous decisions by the European Court of 
Justice, the European Commission has allowed Italy to 
continue its unfair practice and entrench it further in its laws 
through the Gelmini reform.
"A petition is still open in the European Parliament's Petitions' 
Committee of which I am a member and I have written to the 
European Commission asking them for their reaction to the 
Gelmini Law."
 
Salaries of foreign lecturers cut by 50-60%
 
David Petrie, president of the Association of Foreign Lecturers 
in Italy (ALLSI), has worked as a lecturer in English language 
and literature at the University of Verona since 1986. 
According to him, foreigners receive much lower salaries and 
fewer employment rights than their Italian counterparts. He 
said he earns 1450 EUR per month while his Italian colleagues 
make double that amount. "Obviously people are furious 
about getting their salaries cut by 50 or 60%," explained the 
61-year old. During the press conference, he made a strong 
speech about the passivity of the successive Italian political 
leaders on this issue:
 
"We have seen Prof. Prodi as Italian Prime Minister, Prodi as 
President of the Commission and Prodi again as Prime 
Minister, and Prof. Monti in the Commission and Monti as 
Prime Minister, Signora Bonino in the Commission and now 
Bonino as Foreign Minister in a government headed by Prof. 
Letta, a former member of the European Parliament and a 
former Minister for Europe.
 
We have seen so many enthusiastic Europeans, Sig. Dini, 
Prof. Amato, Sig. D'Alema, Prof. La Pergola, in the parliament 
and later on judge La Pergola in the European Court of 
Justice, the list could go on and on... all good Europeans.
 
Everyone of these politicians has had some hand in taking 
decisions concerning foreign lecturers.
 
During the period of the first Prodi government (1996-1998), 
a lawyer for the Italian Ministry told me 'I know my state, it 
is a rubber wall. You will still be bouncing off it when you are 
old and grey.'"
 
The Gelmini Law
 
The salary cuts have so far been applied by the universities 
of Bergamo, Catania and Salerno and affect the remuneration 
of a total of 91 non-Italian language teachers. The 
universities invoked a 2011 law named after Mariastella 
Gelmini, the Education Minister in the last government of 
Silvio Berlusconi. This law was redrawing the terms under 
which they were employed and was hereby extinguishing 
lawsuits of the foreign lecturers that were in the pipeline.
 
The dispute dates back to 1980 when Italy passed a law 
granting tenure to Italian teachers at universities while giving 
foreign lecturers annual contracts renewable for five years. 
Although there have been six rulings from the European Court 
of Justice acknowledging that the expats are suffering 
discrimination, the universities have simply ignored them. 
Further lawsuits being pursued by the lecturers over the 
matter were blocked by the Gelmini Law.
 
After 17 years of litigation in the Italian courts, their salaries 
were brought on a par with their Italian colleagues in 2008, 
but the Gelmini Law nullified their achievements in a 
twinkling of an eye.
 
Parliamentary Question of VP of the EP Edward McMillan-
Scott
 
On 12 April 2013, MEP Edward McMillan-Scott sent a written 
parliamentary question to the European Commission:
 
"The Commission is aware of the situation of foreign language 
teachers (lettori) and collaboratori e esperti linguistici (CEL) 
in Italian universities. Despite numerous decisions of the 
European Court of Justice going back as far as August 1993 
(C-259/91, C-331/91, C-332/91) ruling that Italian law in the 
area contravenes EU rules, the Italian authorities have made 
no concrete efforts to reform their laws. The introduction of 
the 'Gelmini reform' in January 2011 further cemented Italy's 
discrimination against lettori, with some having their salaries 
cut by 60%.
 
In its answer to Question E-006822/2012, the Commission 
says that it received a reply from the Italian authorities to its 
questions about the impact of the 'Gelmini reform' on 
29 May 2012, and that 'in the light of the comments received 
from the Italian Government, the Commission is currently in 
the process of evaluating the situation of foreign lecturers in 
Italy in order to establish if the new law as such and/or the 
administrative practice is violating EC law. Further inquiries 
might be needed'.
 
In March 2012, the Parliament adopted a report entitled 'EU 
citizenship report 2010: dismantling the obstacles to EU 
citizens' rights', which 'calls on the Commission to investigate 
further the current so-called "Gelmini reform"'. There is also 
a petition open in Parliament's Committee on Petitions in 
relation to this matter.
 
Considering the above, and the extraordinarily long delay in 
finding a resolution (nearly a year has passed since the 
Italian authorities sent their replies to the Commission), this 
issue must be treated as urgent by the Commission.
 
1. Will the Commission reveal its conclusions?
2. Have additional inquiries been made?
3. If the Commission agrees that EC law is still being 
contravened, will it begin infringement proceedings against 
Italy without further unnecessary delay?
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l'homme" in "Réveil du Religieux, Eveil de la societé", 

edited by Dominique Kounkou & published by 
L'Harmattan, Paris, pp 107-113 (2013) 

 
Fact-finding mission in Israel (9-14 April 2013)

 
Author of "Die Geschichte von Jehovahs Zeugen in 

Belgien" (History of Jehovah's Witnesses in Belgium), pp 
19-52, published in Jehovah's Zeugen in Europa, 

Geschichte und Gegenwart, Band 1, 736 p, edited by 
Gerhard Besier/ Katarzyna Stoklosa, LIT VERLAG W. 

Hopf, Berlin, 2013    
 

Presentation of a paper at the hearing of the European 
Parliament Intergroup on Minority Languages about 
bilingual education in Greek kindergartens held in 

Strasbourg (14 March 2013) 
 

Collecting testimonies of North Korean defectors in Seoul 
by one of HRWF experts on North Korea, Dr Aaron Rhodes 

(3-5 March 2013)
 

Submission to the UN Universal Periodic Review of China 
on the forced repatriation of North Korean defectors  (4 

March 2013)
 

Publication of an article entitled "EU-China Relations: 
Constructive Engagement" in The Parliament Magazine, 

Issue 363, p 38 (18 February 2013)
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ITALY
 

 
Discrimination against non-Italian 

University lecturers
Vice President of the European 

Parliament McMillan-Scott calls upon 
Emma Bonino and the Italian 

Parliament
 

 
HRWF (31.05.2013) - Vice-President of the European 
Parliament Edward McMillan-Scott is calling upon Emma 
Bonino, Italy's Minister of Foreign Affairs and former MEP, 
and the Italian government to tackle a long-standing and 
serious issue of discrimination towards foreign university 
lecturers: the downgrading of their status to the level of 
language technician and a severe pay cut. McMillan-Scott 
raised his voice at a press conference in Brussels on 29 May 
to which several British lecturers had been invited to expose 
their problem.
 
And he explained:
 
"I have been receiving complaints for many years about this 
issue.
"Despite numerous decisions by the European Court of 
Justice, the European Commission has allowed Italy to 
continue its unfair practice and entrench it further in its laws 
through the Gelmini reform.
"A petition is still open in the European Parliament's Petitions' 
Committee of which I am a member and I have written to the 
European Commission asking them for their reaction to the 
Gelmini Law."
 
Salaries of foreign lecturers cut by 50-60%
 
David Petrie, president of the Association of Foreign Lecturers 
in Italy (ALLSI), has worked as a lecturer in English language 
and literature at the University of Verona since 1986. 
According to him, foreigners receive much lower salaries and 
fewer employment rights than their Italian counterparts. He 
said he earns 1450 EUR per month while his Italian colleagues 
make double that amount. "Obviously people are furious 
about getting their salaries cut by 50 or 60%," explained the 
61-year old. During the press conference, he made a strong 
speech about the passivity of the successive Italian political 
leaders on this issue:
 
"We have seen Prof. Prodi as Italian Prime Minister, Prodi as 
President of the Commission and Prodi again as Prime 
Minister, and Prof. Monti in the Commission and Monti as 
Prime Minister, Signora Bonino in the Commission and now 
Bonino as Foreign Minister in a government headed by Prof. 
Letta, a former member of the European Parliament and a 
former Minister for Europe.
 
We have seen so many enthusiastic Europeans, Sig. Dini, 
Prof. Amato, Sig. D'Alema, Prof. La Pergola, in the parliament 
and later on judge La Pergola in the European Court of 
Justice, the list could go on and on... all good Europeans.
 
Everyone of these politicians has had some hand in taking 
decisions concerning foreign lecturers.
 
During the period of the first Prodi government (1996-1998), 
a lawyer for the Italian Ministry told me 'I know my state, it 
is a rubber wall. You will still be bouncing off it when you are 
old and grey.'"
 
The Gelmini Law
 
The salary cuts have so far been applied by the universities 
of Bergamo, Catania and Salerno and affect the remuneration 
of a total of 91 non-Italian language teachers. The 
universities invoked a 2011 law named after Mariastella 
Gelmini, the Education Minister in the last government of 
Silvio Berlusconi. This law was redrawing the terms under 
which they were employed and was hereby extinguishing 
lawsuits of the foreign lecturers that were in the pipeline.
 
The dispute dates back to 1980 when Italy passed a law 
granting tenure to Italian teachers at universities while giving 
foreign lecturers annual contracts renewable for five years. 
Although there have been six rulings from the European Court 
of Justice acknowledging that the expats are suffering 
discrimination, the universities have simply ignored them. 
Further lawsuits being pursued by the lecturers over the 
matter were blocked by the Gelmini Law.
 
After 17 years of litigation in the Italian courts, their salaries 
were brought on a par with their Italian colleagues in 2008, 
but the Gelmini Law nullified their achievements in a 
twinkling of an eye.
 
Parliamentary Question of VP of the EP Edward McMillan-
Scott
 
On 12 April 2013, MEP Edward McMillan-Scott sent a written 
parliamentary question to the European Commission:
 
"The Commission is aware of the situation of foreign language 
teachers (lettori) and collaboratori e esperti linguistici (CEL) 
in Italian universities. Despite numerous decisions of the 
European Court of Justice going back as far as August 1993 
(C-259/91, C-331/91, C-332/91) ruling that Italian law in the 
area contravenes EU rules, the Italian authorities have made 
no concrete efforts to reform their laws. The introduction of 
the 'Gelmini reform' in January 2011 further cemented Italy's 
discrimination against lettori, with some having their salaries 
cut by 60%.
 
In its answer to Question E-006822/2012, the Commission 
says that it received a reply from the Italian authorities to its 
questions about the impact of the 'Gelmini reform' on 
29 May 2012, and that 'in the light of the comments received 
from the Italian Government, the Commission is currently in 
the process of evaluating the situation of foreign lecturers in 
Italy in order to establish if the new law as such and/or the 
administrative practice is violating EC law. Further inquiries 
might be needed'.
 
In March 2012, the Parliament adopted a report entitled 'EU 
citizenship report 2010: dismantling the obstacles to EU 
citizens' rights', which 'calls on the Commission to investigate 
further the current so-called "Gelmini reform"'. There is also 
a petition open in Parliament's Committee on Petitions in 
relation to this matter.
 
Considering the above, and the extraordinarily long delay in 
finding a resolution (nearly a year has passed since the 
Italian authorities sent their replies to the Commission), this 
issue must be treated as urgent by the Commission.
 
1. Will the Commission reveal its conclusions?
2. Have additional inquiries been made?
3. If the Commission agrees that EC law is still being 
contravened, will it begin infringement proceedings against 
Italy without further unnecessary delay?
 
__________________________________
_________________
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Co-organizing a conference about "Unprecedented 

Repression against Religious Minorities and NGOs in 
Russia" at the United Nations in Geneva (29 April 2013)

 
Organizing a conference at the European Parliament to 

launch two reports: "Freedom of Religion or Belief World 
Report" and "Freedom of Religion or Belief Prisoners List 

in the World" (23 April 2013) 
 

Author "La Fecris, la liberté de religion et les droits de 
l'homme" in "Réveil du Religieux, Eveil de la societé", 

edited by Dominique Kounkou & published by 
L'Harmattan, Paris, pp 107-113 (2013) 

 
Fact-finding mission in Israel (9-14 April 2013)

 
Author of "Die Geschichte von Jehovahs Zeugen in 

Belgien" (History of Jehovah's Witnesses in Belgium), pp 
19-52, published in Jehovah's Zeugen in Europa, 

Geschichte und Gegenwart, Band 1, 736 p, edited by 
Gerhard Besier/ Katarzyna Stoklosa, LIT VERLAG W. 

Hopf, Berlin, 2013    
 

Presentation of a paper at the hearing of the European 
Parliament Intergroup on Minority Languages about 
bilingual education in Greek kindergartens held in 

Strasbourg (14 March 2013) 
 

Collecting testimonies of North Korean defectors in Seoul 
by one of HRWF experts on North Korea, Dr Aaron Rhodes 

(3-5 March 2013)
 

Submission to the UN Universal Periodic Review of China 
on the forced repatriation of North Korean defectors  (4 

March 2013)
 

Publication of an article entitled "EU-China Relations: 
Constructive Engagement" in The Parliament Magazine, 

Issue 363, p 38 (18 February 2013)
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HRWF (31.05.2013) - Vice-President of the European 
Parliament Edward McMillan-Scott is calling upon Emma 
Bonino, Italy's Minister of Foreign Affairs and former MEP, 
and the Italian government to tackle a long-standing and 
serious issue of discrimination towards foreign university 
lecturers: the downgrading of their status to the level of 
language technician and a severe pay cut. McMillan-Scott 
raised his voice at a press conference in Brussels on 29 May 
to which several British lecturers had been invited to expose 
their problem.
 
And he explained:
 
"I have been receiving complaints for many years about this 
issue.
"Despite numerous decisions by the European Court of 
Justice, the European Commission has allowed Italy to 
continue its unfair practice and entrench it further in its laws 
through the Gelmini reform.
"A petition is still open in the European Parliament's Petitions' 
Committee of which I am a member and I have written to the 
European Commission asking them for their reaction to the 
Gelmini Law."
 
Salaries of foreign lecturers cut by 50-60%
 
David Petrie, president of the Association of Foreign Lecturers 
in Italy (ALLSI), has worked as a lecturer in English language 
and literature at the University of Verona since 1986. 
According to him, foreigners receive much lower salaries and 
fewer employment rights than their Italian counterparts. He 
said he earns 1450 EUR per month while his Italian colleagues 
make double that amount. "Obviously people are furious 
about getting their salaries cut by 50 or 60%," explained the 
61-year old. During the press conference, he made a strong 
speech about the passivity of the successive Italian political 
leaders on this issue:
 
"We have seen Prof. Prodi as Italian Prime Minister, Prodi as 
President of the Commission and Prodi again as Prime 
Minister, and Prof. Monti in the Commission and Monti as 
Prime Minister, Signora Bonino in the Commission and now 
Bonino as Foreign Minister in a government headed by Prof. 
Letta, a former member of the European Parliament and a 
former Minister for Europe.
 
We have seen so many enthusiastic Europeans, Sig. Dini, 
Prof. Amato, Sig. D'Alema, Prof. La Pergola, in the parliament 
and later on judge La Pergola in the European Court of 
Justice, the list could go on and on... all good Europeans.
 
Everyone of these politicians has had some hand in taking 
decisions concerning foreign lecturers.
 
During the period of the first Prodi government (1996-1998), 
a lawyer for the Italian Ministry told me 'I know my state, it 
is a rubber wall. You will still be bouncing off it when you are 
old and grey.'"
 
The Gelmini Law
 
The salary cuts have so far been applied by the universities 
of Bergamo, Catania and Salerno and affect the remuneration 
of a total of 91 non-Italian language teachers. The 
universities invoked a 2011 law named after Mariastella 
Gelmini, the Education Minister in the last government of 
Silvio Berlusconi. This law was redrawing the terms under 
which they were employed and was hereby extinguishing 
lawsuits of the foreign lecturers that were in the pipeline.
 
The dispute dates back to 1980 when Italy passed a law 
granting tenure to Italian teachers at universities while giving 
foreign lecturers annual contracts renewable for five years. 
Although there have been six rulings from the European Court 
of Justice acknowledging that the expats are suffering 
discrimination, the universities have simply ignored them. 
Further lawsuits being pursued by the lecturers over the 
matter were blocked by the Gelmini Law.
 
After 17 years of litigation in the Italian courts, their salaries 
were brought on a par with their Italian colleagues in 2008, 
but the Gelmini Law nullified their achievements in a 
twinkling of an eye.
 
Parliamentary Question of VP of the EP Edward McMillan-
Scott
 
On 12 April 2013, MEP Edward McMillan-Scott sent a written 
parliamentary question to the European Commission:
 
"The Commission is aware of the situation of foreign language 
teachers (lettori) and collaboratori e esperti linguistici (CEL) 
in Italian universities. Despite numerous decisions of the 
European Court of Justice going back as far as August 1993 
(C-259/91, C-331/91, C-332/91) ruling that Italian law in the 
area contravenes EU rules, the Italian authorities have made 
no concrete efforts to reform their laws. The introduction of 
the 'Gelmini reform' in January 2011 further cemented Italy's 
discrimination against lettori, with some having their salaries 
cut by 60%.
 
In its answer to Question E-006822/2012, the Commission 
says that it received a reply from the Italian authorities to its 
questions about the impact of the 'Gelmini reform' on 
29 May 2012, and that 'in the light of the comments received 
from the Italian Government, the Commission is currently in 
the process of evaluating the situation of foreign lecturers in 
Italy in order to establish if the new law as such and/or the 
administrative practice is violating EC law. Further inquiries 
might be needed'.
 
In March 2012, the Parliament adopted a report entitled 'EU 
citizenship report 2010: dismantling the obstacles to EU 
citizens' rights', which 'calls on the Commission to investigate 
further the current so-called "Gelmini reform"'. There is also 
a petition open in Parliament's Committee on Petitions in 
relation to this matter.
 
Considering the above, and the extraordinarily long delay in 
finding a resolution (nearly a year has passed since the 
Italian authorities sent their replies to the Commission), this 
issue must be treated as urgent by the Commission.
 
1. Will the Commission reveal its conclusions?
2. Have additional inquiries been made?
3. If the Commission agrees that EC law is still being 
contravened, will it begin infringement proceedings against 
Italy without further unnecessary delay?
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David Petrie, president of the Association of Foreign Lecturers 
in Italy (ALLSI), has worked as a lecturer in English language 
and literature at the University of Verona since 1986. 
According to him, foreigners receive much lower salaries and 
fewer employment rights than their Italian counterparts. He 
said he earns 1450 EUR per month while his Italian colleagues 
make double that amount. "Obviously people are furious 
about getting their salaries cut by 50 or 60%," explained the 
61-year old. During the press conference, he made a strong 
speech about the passivity of the successive Italian political 
leaders on this issue:
 
"We have seen Prof. Prodi as Italian Prime Minister, Prodi as 
President of the Commission and Prodi again as Prime 
Minister, and Prof. Monti in the Commission and Monti as 
Prime Minister, Signora Bonino in the Commission and now 
Bonino as Foreign Minister in a government headed by Prof. 
Letta, a former member of the European Parliament and a 
former Minister for Europe.
 
We have seen so many enthusiastic Europeans, Sig. Dini, 
Prof. Amato, Sig. D'Alema, Prof. La Pergola, in the parliament 
and later on judge La Pergola in the European Court of 
Justice, the list could go on and on... all good Europeans.
 
Everyone of these politicians has had some hand in taking 
decisions concerning foreign lecturers.
 
During the period of the first Prodi government (1996-1998), 
a lawyer for the Italian Ministry told me 'I know my state, it 
is a rubber wall. You will still be bouncing off it when you are 
old and grey.'"
 
The Gelmini Law
 
The salary cuts have so far been applied by the universities 
of Bergamo, Catania and Salerno and affect the remuneration 
of a total of 91 non-Italian language teachers. The 
universities invoked a 2011 law named after Mariastella 
Gelmini, the Education Minister in the last government of 
Silvio Berlusconi. This law was redrawing the terms under 
which they were employed and was hereby extinguishing 
lawsuits of the foreign lecturers that were in the pipeline.
 
The dispute dates back to 1980 when Italy passed a law 
granting tenure to Italian teachers at universities while giving 
foreign lecturers annual contracts renewable for five years. 
Although there have been six rulings from the European Court 
of Justice acknowledging that the expats are suffering 
discrimination, the universities have simply ignored them. 
Further lawsuits being pursued by the lecturers over the 
matter were blocked by the Gelmini Law.
 
After 17 years of litigation in the Italian courts, their salaries 
were brought on a par with their Italian colleagues in 2008, 
but the Gelmini Law nullified their achievements in a 
twinkling of an eye.
 
Parliamentary Question of VP of the EP Edward McMillan-
Scott
 
On 12 April 2013, MEP Edward McMillan-Scott sent a written 
parliamentary question to the European Commission:
 
"The Commission is aware of the situation of foreign language 
teachers (lettori) and collaboratori e esperti linguistici (CEL) 
in Italian universities. Despite numerous decisions of the 
European Court of Justice going back as far as August 1993 
(C-259/91, C-331/91, C-332/91) ruling that Italian law in the 
area contravenes EU rules, the Italian authorities have made 
no concrete efforts to reform their laws. The introduction of 
the 'Gelmini reform' in January 2011 further cemented Italy's 
discrimination against lettori, with some having their salaries 
cut by 60%.
 
In its answer to Question E-006822/2012, the Commission 
says that it received a reply from the Italian authorities to its 
questions about the impact of the 'Gelmini reform' on 
29 May 2012, and that 'in the light of the comments received 
from the Italian Government, the Commission is currently in 
the process of evaluating the situation of foreign lecturers in 
Italy in order to establish if the new law as such and/or the 
administrative practice is violating EC law. Further inquiries 
might be needed'.
 
In March 2012, the Parliament adopted a report entitled 'EU 
citizenship report 2010: dismantling the obstacles to EU 
citizens' rights', which 'calls on the Commission to investigate 
further the current so-called "Gelmini reform"'. There is also 
a petition open in Parliament's Committee on Petitions in 
relation to this matter.
 
Considering the above, and the extraordinarily long delay in 
finding a resolution (nearly a year has passed since the 
Italian authorities sent their replies to the Commission), this 
issue must be treated as urgent by the Commission.
 
1. Will the Commission reveal its conclusions?
2. Have additional inquiries been made?
3. If the Commission agrees that EC law is still being 
contravened, will it begin infringement proceedings against 
Italy without further unnecessary delay?
 
__________________________________
_________________

 

 
Some activities in 2013

  
  

HRWF Int'l mentioned in the report of the US Department 
of State on Freedom of Religion or Belief published this 

week. See http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/irf/
religiousfreedom/#wrapper 

and click on Japan
  

Fact-finding mission in Bucharest about social hostility 
towards yoga groups (8-16 May 2013)

 
Co-organizing a conference about "Unprecedented 

Repression against Religious Minorities and NGOs in 
Russia" at the United Nations in Geneva (29 April 2013)

 
Organizing a conference at the European Parliament to 

launch two reports: "Freedom of Religion or Belief World 
Report" and "Freedom of Religion or Belief Prisoners List 

in the World" (23 April 2013) 
 

Author "La Fecris, la liberté de religion et les droits de 
l'homme" in "Réveil du Religieux, Eveil de la societé", 

edited by Dominique Kounkou & published by 
L'Harmattan, Paris, pp 107-113 (2013) 

 
Fact-finding mission in Israel (9-14 April 2013)

 
Author of "Die Geschichte von Jehovahs Zeugen in 

Belgien" (History of Jehovah's Witnesses in Belgium), pp 
19-52, published in Jehovah's Zeugen in Europa, 

Geschichte und Gegenwart, Band 1, 736 p, edited by 
Gerhard Besier/ Katarzyna Stoklosa, LIT VERLAG W. 

Hopf, Berlin, 2013    
 

Presentation of a paper at the hearing of the European 
Parliament Intergroup on Minority Languages about 
bilingual education in Greek kindergartens held in 

Strasbourg (14 March 2013) 
 

Collecting testimonies of North Korean defectors in Seoul 
by one of HRWF experts on North Korea, Dr Aaron Rhodes 

(3-5 March 2013)
 

Submission to the UN Universal Periodic Review of China 
on the forced repatriation of North Korean defectors  (4 

March 2013)
 

Publication of an article entitled "EU-China Relations: 
Constructive Engagement" in The Parliament Magazine, 

Issue 363, p 38 (18 February 2013)
_____________________________________________________
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