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Pope Francis greets Easter pilgrims. Photo: ERIC VANDEVILLE - Reports: page 3 

50th Anniversary: Kuwaiti Ambassador H.E. Sheikh Ali Al-Khalid Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
(centre) and consort Dr Sarah Al Rakayan cut a cake to celebrate 50 years of ties with 
Italy on Kuwait’s National Day, with Italian Deputy Foreign Minister Lapo Pistelli 
(centre right) and Palermo Mayor Leoluca Orlando (left). Photo: KUNA

ROME — FAO Latin America Chief 
Forestry o!cer Jorge Meza evi-
dently has disregarded the director 
general’s ban on croneyism, adjudi-
cating a long term consultancy to 
girlfriend Maria Mercedes Proaño, 
FAO sources say.
 Italian Insider reported July 21 how 
Brazilian DG José Graziano da Silva 
ordered the FAO’s boss for Latin 
America to “get your lover o" the 
payroll.”
 A well-placed source in Santiago, 
Chile,  said “it seems things have not 
changed so much in FAO’s LATAM 
HQ.”
“Today, the Chief Forestry O!cer 

Jorge Meza adjudicated a long term 
consultancy (VACO11/14 FAO GEF 
Project Task Manager (PTM)) to his 
compatriot and old friend Maria 
Mercedes Proaño,” said the source, 
asking not to be identified.
“He did so against the selection pan-
el’s preferences and after even re-
opening the vacancy so Ms Proaño 
could apply, given that she missed 
the original deadline.”
 FAO’s chief Latam lumberjack and 
statuesque Ms Proano both hail 
from Ecuador while previously Meza 
was FAO representative in Paraguay, 
before recently being promoted to 
the position where he immediately 
made use of his new influence. 
 In another development, meanwhile, 

BRUSSELS — #e European parlia-
ment has ordered the Commission to 
carry out an urgent examination of 
discriminatory laws against foreign 
lecturers working in Italy (lettori).
Chair of the Parliamentary Petitions 
Committee Cecilia Wikström ex-
pressed her disdain at the lack of res-
olution to the decades-old complaint 
brought by union leader David Petrie, 
one of the longest-ever running pe-
titions to the European parliament. 
#e drawn-out nature of the case and 
the “insu!cient” latest decision from 
the commission went “too far even 
for my Swedish iceberg attitude,” in 
Ms Wikström’s words, leaving the pe-
titioners in a state of “limbo.”   
Whilst stating that she did not wish 
to cause a rift between the European 
Parliament and Commission, Ms 
Wikström did go as far as to state that 
the case constituted “an embarrass-
ment to the European institutions at 
this point.”  
Mr Petrie brought the case to the com-
mittee under the renewed strength of 
a material error made by the Commis-
sion in a letter of June 2014, which 
confused prior ECJ (European Court 
of Justice) judgements on the case 
and consequently had no merit. He 
went on to argue that the blatantly 
discriminant nature of the Italian 
laws had already been condemned 
on several occasions by the Euro-

pean courts, 
and yet the 91 
members of 
his union con-
tinue to su"er 
from pay cuts 
of up to 60 
percent, job in-
security and a 
lack of pension 
contributions.  
Mr Francisco 
Perez-Flores’s 
reply on behalf 
of the Euro-
pean Com-
mission was 
c o n t e n d e d 
by Wilkström alongside MEPs Jude 
Kirton-Darling and Jaros$aw Wa$%sa 
of the UK and Poland respectively. 
Mr Petrie himself declared the Com-
mission’s answer to his complaint 
incomprehensible, and requested a 
reassessment of the Italians’ conten-
tious 2010 “Gelmini” law.  
Kirton-Darling spoke of the funda-
mental importance of equal employ-
ment rights to maintaining the Euro-
pean principle of free movement. She 
also branded it “extremely worrying 
if fundamental rights within the EU 
come down to budget decisions at the 
national level.” Addressing members 
of a Scottish parliamentary delega-
tion, the MEP for the Northeast of 
England stressed the importance of 
supporting British Expats wherever 

they may be working in the EU. She 
further questioned the slow response 
of EU institutions to the case when 
even the Italian government has 
admitted that there is “a lack of ho-
mogeneity due to the autonomy of 
universities,” as #e Sunday Times 
reported in March 2014.   
Mr Wa$%sa likewise argued that such 
employment discrimination ran “con-
trary to what the European Com-
mission is about,” and suggested the 
2010 Law, which squashed multiple 
pending court cases without a judicial 
verdict, “needs serious assessment”. 

Telma Viale, a sultry Salvadorean 
Samba dancer who the Brazilian DG 
tried unsuccessfully to have made 
head of Human Resources at FAO 
HQ in Rome last year evidently has 
made a comeback and looks set to 
become deputy head of HR to the 
German lady who beat her for the 
top personnel job.
 Graziano dropped plans to make 
Ms Viale head of HR after Italian 
Insider disclosed that she had made 
a video of her singing at the end of 
which she strips to the bu".

David Petrie and Jude Kirton-Darling. Photo: H. McIntyre
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Pope Francis announces annulment reform
Homeless men sheltering in the shadow of St Peter’s Basilica

Pope Francis holds onto his skullcap in St Peter’s Square

!e European Parliament

VATICAN CITY — Homeless people 
sleeping rough near the walls of Saint 
Peter’s are to have access to showers 
by Pope Francis’ order.
!e scheme was announced by Arch-
bishop Konrad Krajewski, the Papal 
Almoner responsible for the Vatican’s 
charitable works.  
In his speech Krajewski criticised the 
actions of the Rome city council who 
have in recent years closed public fa-
cilities, he noted, “!ere are few show-
ers available to homeless people in a 
city where public restrooms are closed 
and the homeless cannot go into bars 
to use the toilets.”
!e new scheme was allegedly con-
ceived by Krawjeski, famed within the 
church for his work with the homeless, 
after a personal experience.
Franco, a Sardinian homeless man, 
was invited by the bishop to eat dinner 
with him, and Franco replied, “Father 
I cannot go into a restaurant with you, 
because I stink.”

VATICAN CITY — !e currently ex-
pensive and controversial process of 
marriage annulment in the Catholic 
Church is to be reformed, announced 
Pope Francis.   
Legal services in annulment cases will 
now be free, in an attempt to open 
the process to all churchgoers rather 
than a wealthy elite. !e move may 
not prove popular with the 200 eccle-
siastic lawyers worldwide who are re-
nowned for charging hefty sums.  
!e current state of a"airs has result-
ed in many legally divorced Catholic 
couples never seeking to open an-
nulment proceedings because of the 
associated cost and bureaucracy. !e 
process usually takes five-six years 
to complete, under Francis’s reforms 
however, this should be reduced 
to 1.5. Further to this reform an-
nounced by the Vatican, the ponti" 
is also changing the procedure for 
dealing with rogue bishops. Instead 
of being “invited to leave” as per the 
current system, those found guilty of 
serious or embarrassing discretions 
will instead be forced to take a demo-
tion or resign.  

!e showers will be built in the public 
toilets under the pillars of Saint Pe-
ter’s square and are to open as soon as 
possible.
!e action could be replicated across 
the city as the archbishop also called 
upon priests in the Roman neighbour-
hoods with a high homeless popula-
tion to consider opening public bath-
rooms in their parishes, around ten 
parishes are reportedly already plan-
ning to follow suit.
Krajewski added, “I say this also to 
Mayor Ignazio Marino, who is a doc-
tor – where should these people go to 
relieve themselves? !is is just help-
ing in an intelligent way, when I speak 
to politicians they speak of so many 
things but they don’t touch on the 
real questions and meanwhile so much 
money is thrown away.”
Traditionally in Rome the homeless 
and impoverished gather around the 
many churches to beg money from 
the faithful. Nowhere is this more 
true than St Peter’s Basilica, where the 
constant hordes of tourists o"er an at-
tractive proposition. 

!e reforms follow the Extraordinary 
Synod on the Family, whose final re-
port included the general wish of the 
church to make the annulment pro-
cess speedier and less convoluted.  
Speaking in November Francis said, 
“Obtaining a marriage annulment 
will be a faster and cleaner process; 
there have been those who have 
sought bribes.”    
He added that current systems make 
it impossible for ordinary Catholics 
to obtain a church judgment, citing 
the situation in the Church court of 
Buenos Aires, which serves fifteen di-
oceses some at a distance of 240km, 
“As you can imagine it is impossible 
for simple people, for the most part, 
to take their case to court. It would 
mean taking a journey, losing days of 
work, money and time. And so they 
say: God understands me, and I will 
go on as I am, with this weight on my 
soul.”  
Figures show that in the past 14 years 
around 3,000 couples have sought 
church annulments each year. With 
the introduction of the pope’s latest 
reforms, this figure could be set to 
soar.

He further accused the Commission 
of “not doing their homework” on 
the details of the case, and urged for 
further investigation, despite, by his 
own admission, entering the cham-
ber with the intention of voting to 
close the petition.  
!e matter was closed with a resolu-
tion by the Petitions Committee to 
reopen the complaint in its entirety, 
to address a letter to the Italian gov-

ernment requesting a comment on 
the case, and a clarification of the 
Commission’s position within a rea-
sonable time period. A proposed one-
month deadline was abandoned at Mr 
Perez-Flores’ request, who claimed 
that the necessary o#cials were not 
present at Monday’s meeting and he 
couldn’t therefore authorise such a 
short time-frame.  
For Mr Petrie the Committee’s con-
clusion was incredibly encouraging 
after so many years fighting the case 
because they were, “totally united in 

their position that the 
Commission’s answer 
was unacceptable, 
members of complete-
ly di"erent political 
backgrounds: Chris-
tian democrats, liber-
als and socialists, they 
all united to support 
our submissions.” 
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