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VATICAN CITY -- Pope Francis has
appointed Veneto archbishop Pietro
Parolin, 58, the Vatican Secretary of
State to replace criticised Cardinal
Tarcisio Bertone, 78. !e Ligurian
Bertone, was appointed to secretary
of state or prime minister by Pope Be-
nedict XVI. He was criticised for his
handling of the Vatileaks Scandal in
which Benedict's butler passed confi-
dential documents to the Italian
media, exposing corruption and infi-
ghting within the city state and the
Curia. It had long been expected that
Francis would replace Bertone but he
waited to do so until six months into
his pontificate. Parolin is seen as he-
ralding an autumn of reform at the
Holy See.

New Vatican "prime 
minister" named

VATICAN CITY -- Roman Catholic
reform organisations including We
Are the Church have written to Pope
Francis, asking for a meeting in the
Vatican to discuss church governance.
!e letter is in response to the pontif-
f's recent interview with a prominent
Jesuit magazine in which he says that
"thinking with the church" is not sim-
ply a matter of church hierarchy. 
!e letter, authored by known dis-

sident reform groups, discusses the
current crisis in the church, including
sex abuse and the negative e"ects of
clericalism and an all-male celibate go-
verning body. Rene Reid, one of the
organisers has said; "he wants dialo-
gue. We want that too."

Radical reform group 
We Are the Church seeks 

audience with pope

ROME -- Italian police seized undi-
sclosed substances from suites in
which Jamaican sprinters, Sherone
Simpson and Asafa Powell were sta-
ying,after testing positive for  banned
stimulants. Police o#cer Antonio Pi-
sapia told the Associated Press that
muscle supplements and drugs had
been confiscated following a raid at
the hotel in Lignano Sabbiadoro.

Lignano has long been a popular de-
stination for athletes seeking to train
in the town's excellent sporting faciti-
lites. Powell, 30, who won gold in the
2008 Beijing Olympics, has expressed
his intentions to participate in an in-
vestigation as to how the substances
passed through the team's normally
"rigorous internal checks." 

Italian police raid Ja-
maican sprinters' suites

ROME -- A rare zebra donkey has been
born in the Floricoltura Aglietti animal
reserve in Florence, owners have confir-
med. Named Ippo, the "zonkey" has a
zebra father and a donkey mother. !e
"zonkey" was not bred intentionally.
When the owners o found that their fe-
male donkey, Giada, was pregnant, they
checked CCTV footage and found that
one of their adopted zebras had climbed
over a fence into the pen in which Giada
was being held. Owner Serena Aglietta
has expressed her delight at the new ar-
rival. "Ippo is the only one of its kind in
Italy," she said.

Zebra-donkey born 
in Florence

ROME -- Twenty months after it
ran aground o" the coast of Giglio
island, the 114,000 ton Costa Con-
cordia is now fully upright, conclu-
ding the largest and most expensive
salvage operation in history.  
!e colossal task was performed

by a team of 500 people at an esti-
mated cost of $600m (£505m) not
including the cost of towing away
and demolishing the wreckage
which is expected to take place so-
metime next spring.
!e operation was expected to last

between 8 and 12 hours but work
was completed at 4:00am local time,
a delay attributed to an early mor-
ning storm  that posponed work
until 9:00am Monday and cable

maintenance on the lifting cranes in
the evening that lasted one hour,

the Civil Protection Agency said.
!e position of the stricken cruise

ship - in protected Tuscan waters
and balancing on a steep underwa-
ter slope between two spurs of rock

- and its sheer size, has proved an
even greater challenge for Micoperi,

the Italian o"-shore engineering
company in charge of the so-called
"parbuckling" operation.

To prevent the ship from slipping
into the sea and causing an eviron-
mental disaster in the local area, an
artificial sea bed was created from
1,180 grout bags of cement in the
void between the two spurs of rock.
Six underwater platforms were atta-
ched to this bed, providing a stable
base on which the ship now rests. 

For the final procedure of strai-
ghtening the ship, computer con-
trolled hydraulic jacks tightened
steel cables attached to both the un-
derwater platforms and the 30 buo-
yancy pontoons on the wreck's
sides, and slowly pulled the ship up.
Once upright, by way of an inflata-
ble system, the pontoons on both
sides of the wreck will progressively
empty of water and force the wreck
to refloat.
!e tense wait was not helped by

the potential risk of environmental

damage from the parbuckling, an
issue raised in the last month by Ita-
ly's environmental minister and the
environmental pressure group Le-
gambiente. But so far, no significant
damage has been noted

By removing the rusting carcass
of the Concordia from the port of
Giglio, the Concordia salvage opera-
tion will hopefully bring an end to
the tragedy that took place on the
night of Jan. 13, 2012 when Cap-
tain Francesco Schettino steered
the vessel too close to the rocks, re-
sulting in the deaths of 32 passen-
gers. 

He is expected to be back on trial
on September 23 for charges of
multiple manslaughter and causing
a shipwreck. !e bodies of two pas-
sengers, Russel Rebello and Maria
Grazia Trecarichi, are believed to
still remain within the wreck but
have not yet been found.

(Additional reporting
by Lauren Mouat)

ROME–MEP Struan Stevenson
slammed Europe's Commission for di-
sregard of Italy's discrimination
against UK lecturers -  lawyers said
Brussels “relinquishes its essential
role of overseeing EU law."

“!e result, illogical and self-contra-
dictory, is that the Commission has
made its own initiative in respect of a
Member State’s conference to Com-
munity law subordinate to the judge-
ment of that State’s own domestic
jurisprudence,” Prof. Lorenzo Picotti,
professor of Criminal Law and Com-
puter Crime at the University of Ve-
rona, said in a statement.

Prof.Picotti was commenting on a
decision by the European Commission
Director General of Social A"airs and
Inclusion, Armindo Silva, communi-
cated to the foreign university lectu-
rers union in Italy ALLSI in a letter

Sept. 19 saying that “(the Commis-
sion) had not found evidence that
would allow us to propose that the
Commission starts infringement pro-
ceedings against Italy under Article
258 TFEU."

Mr Silva told the ALLSI Chairman,
David Petrie, that he intended to close
the file on the complaint within four
weeks, while inviting the union to
provide “any new relevant informa-
tion” that could lead the Commission
to change its position.”

Allsi supplied detailed information
showing that the Gelmini Law meant
91 non-Italian lecturers had their pay
cut by as much as 60 percent.

Prof. Picotti, who represented Allsi
successfully twice at the European
Court of Justice said “by adopting
such a position, the Commission re-
linquishes its essential role of overse-
eing and guaranteeing the application
of EU law by member states … In ef-
fect the Commission will not now in-
tervene if a national authority has

assessed the compliance of domestic
law, or even in cases where non-com-
pliance is doubtful!”

Prof. Petrie said: “the application of
a law which targets a specific group of
immigrant workers – and only immi-
grant workers – is xenophobic and ra-
cist by definition.” “We have
requested a meeting with the Com-
mission in the presence of Prof. Pi-
cotti.”

He added “we have supplied the
Commission with detailed informa-
tion on 91 non-Italian lecturers who
have had, in application of the Gel-
mini law, their pay cut by up to 60 per-
cent.”

In Brussels, the MEP Struan Steven-
son also protested strongly against
the Commission's bizarre stance. "Ad-
miral Nelson once famously held his
telescope to his blind eye and declared
"I see no ships", as the enemy fleet
loomed large. It seems the European
Commission are adopting Nelson's

tactics in the case of the lettori."

"Here we have a perfect example of
an EU Member State flagrantly brea-
ching EU laws by discriminating
against foreign lecturers, e"ectively
slashing their pay by 60 percent and
yet, rather than make waves, the
Commission prefers to see no pro-
blem and close the case. It is outrage-
ous."

Concordia righted in successful salvage operation
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Costa Concordia is now fully upright
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